Running Head: CHILD DEVELOPMENT 





Name of Center: West Hill Child Development Center
Date of Observation: 10/18/17
Observation 4 - Play Years
27th October, 2017









Introduction
This is a child development report that I undertook following an observation at the West Hills Child Development Centre. In this observation period held on 18th October 2017, I went to observe Luke, a 3 year old child. Luke is a light brown child with short black hair. He possesses small dark eyes with trifling white teeth.  He is a well sized boy looking sharp, strong and healthy. The development center has other children and therefore the observation will basically evaluate the nature of look and his character and personality as compared to other children. Taking this into account, the following report will showcase the behavior of Luke in terms of displaying the traits of anger, fear, sadness, surprise, joy, interest and utilizing the symbolic thought. Finally, the report offer a series of events regarding Luke’s application of humor as well as his play behavior. 
Questions 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Describe the following: - Hand preference
Luke is uses his right hand to grab a Legos to build a straight line and the left hand to hold the Legos. Luke further uses both hands to take the Legos apart. Luke turns on the faucet with his right hand to wash his both hands in order to take breakfast. 
Pouring Liquid. I have also noticed that Luke pours milk from a small pitcher that is easily able to lift and control. Luke utilizes his right hand to lift the pitcher by the handle while the left hand is holding the side of the pitcher pouring milk to his Styrofoam cup. 
Fastening zippers/buttons. Thereafter, Luke tries to tie his buttons in order to fasten his zipper pants for about 5 minutes. The teacher noticed his struggles and comes to offer some help to Luke. Luke uses his right hand to grab the macaroni while his left hand at this point holds the yarn to insert the macaroni. 
Picking up and Inserting Objects. While sitting on a chair with a friend, Luke inserts the macaroni on the green color and using his markers continues to color the papers. Luke uses his right hand to hold the yellow marker as his pointing finger directs to the top. At this point, Luke’s forearms are placed on the paper where he begins to scribble something on the paper. 
Using scissors. Within the observation period, Luke never utilized scissors. 
2.  How Does the Child Play?
Distress. Looks appears to have high tempers and is angry a time when a child took his toy while he was playing with it on the ground. 
Anger. Scenes and emotions of anger are evident when Luke is seen hitting another child with his right hand and using his feet to kick the child down to the floor. 
Fear. Whilst there were less indications of Luke showcasing signs of fear, he would completely breakdown when another child bet him up. 
Sadness. Emotions and feelings of sadness are evident upon when his dad drops him off to school. Despite the comfort issued by his teacher, Luke airs a feeling of unhappiness and displeasure. 
Surprise. This was evident during the late hours when his father came to pick him up. His eyebrows expressed a feeling of surprise. He lifted his eyebrows up, his mouth went wide open and widely opened his eyes. 
Joy. There were two scenes that I noticed showcased a feeling of Joy to Luke. Firstly, when playing with his friends outside, Luke seems to enjoy the atmosphere as I can observe him running, laughing and screaming aloud. 
Interest. A feeling of concern and interest was evident at a moment when his teacher was showing the students cartoon pictures and videos on her tablet. At this point, Luke was silent and very keen to see what the teacher had to show. 
3. How does the child use symbolic thoughts?
I noticed something exciting about Luke. Sometimes he would sleep when what he is being told is unpleasant to him or appears boring. I believe that this was a way of showing to the teacher and other students that he is uninterested in a symbolic manner. 
Further Annie, Luke’s friend was wearing a gold bracelet and had a white bow holding her hair. Whilst this is normal, it is imperative to note that it could showcase Annie’s psychological perception to grooming. 
4. How does the child express egocentrism? 
Egocentrism is basically a child’s feeling that he is more important that the other kids. This was noticed at two occasions when the teacher gave the kids her tablet to let them view the cartoon videos but look was jumping and crying loud that he ought to be given the tablet. 
I also noticed that Luke failed to give his friends or rather share the marker pens indicating a sense of egocentrism. At one point, a child took a chalk and Luke screamed very loud that his chalk had been taken. Luke completely showed that he was not in to share anything with the other children and he completely saw himself as of the better child. 
5. Describe the Child’s Play 
In most timelines, I have seen that Luke likes to play on his own with only few occasions does he go to play with the rest of the kids. ? Luke is playing in the playground pushing himself in a buggy. There are also other children present on few occasions playing in the same area. Luke is sitting on the buggy pushing himself with his feet.
6. How does the child use humor?
On several occasions, Luke is seen on the sidewalk giggling and asking the teacher to draw his face with a blue chalk. The teacher does so and when he wakes up with a big smile on his face the teacher moves out and when she comes in Luke asks the teacher when she knows who she is talking to. 
Summary of the Findings 
Luke has an interesting character and personality. His reactions and expression of feelings to events is interesting and demonstrating curiosity. As comprehensively explained above, Luke has his different ways of showcasing feelings as I have illustrated regarding distress, anger, fear, sadness, surprise, joy and interest. The report also provides a vivid account of events regarding how Luke utilizes symbolic egocentrism, his way of playing and his exceptional way of expending humor. From the findings, I believe that Luke is on the right track of development, as a 3 year old kid. His perception and personality to issues is normal and his curiosity to activities is a proper demonstration of a bright kid who may learn lots of things in the future. 
